Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 62 May 1969 system, and the effects of nerve injury on peripheral sensory and autonomic mechanisms. The diagnosis and treatment of nerve injuries are also considered and a final section deals with the particular features of damage to the individual peripheral nerves.
The more recent advances on electrodiagnosis and the electron microscopy of peripheral nerves and peripheral nerve injury are not as well covered and are not always analysed critically. It is a pity, but probably inevitable in a work of this magnitude written by a single author, that references over the past four years are sparse in the extreme. A number of those omitted are of considerable importance in relation to the general theme of the book. This might be used as an argument in favour of multiple authorship for volumes of this size now that the pace of scientific advance is so much more rapid. However, this does not detract from the major value of Professor Sunderland's book, which will provide an invaluable work of reference covering an important epoch in the progress of medical science. A useful test of a book is the index and a pertinent test of the index is how syndromes are listed. In this book they are listed, sensibly, under syndromes; this can save a student much frustrating searching.
Chapter headings and subheadings are well done and admirable for student learning, as are the descriptions of basic pathological changes: some pathology books assume that these are understood and the student is hindered by having to look elsewhere to learn them. Correlation of pathology with disease is well shown, for instance the section on oral pigmentation would make a good examination answer. Illustrations are abundant and excellent, particularly the photomicrographs.
It is only after one has read and thought about the book that one realizes that there is only a brief mention of dental caries. In retrospect one can only feel relief at not having to read through reams of oft repeated detail on the subject. One omission is obviously intentional and perhaps detracts from the book: virtually no mention is made of prognosis and treatment. Admittedly this is a pathology book but some very brief words on the natural history and possible treatment of disease processes would greatly enhance the holistic approach upon which the author places such emphasis. For learning oral pathology this book is better than most because of its well systematized approach and excellent illustrations. It also affords wide condensed information for a book of its size but not sufficient coverage to make it a true reference book. B Although the title might suggest that the whole subject has been covered in depth, in fact only the volatile anesthetic agents were discussed. The contributors (some 26 in number) are drawn from many different disciplines, ranging from anesthesia, pharmacology, physiology and surgery to preventive medicine. The result essentially is a mixed grillsome tasty bits mixed in with a few tough morsels! The clinician will be particularly interested in the diverse views expressed on the toxicity of halothane, which is referred to in no fewer than five of the various chapters.
This scholarly work, detailing specific areas of research into the toxicity of volatile anesthetic agents, will provide a useful reference book for all those engaged in this field. It is well illustrated and elegantly produced. This book sets out to deal with the commoner intrathoracic emergencies and is intended to parallel a similar publication relating to intraabdominal crises.
It begins with a description of the symptoms of intrathoracic crises of all varieties and suggests methods by which they may be sorted out, one from the other. The clinical presentation and pathology are then discussed. Thereafter more detailed descriptions of individual problems are given. These range from the treatment of asthma, to coronary thrombosis and to postoperative problems following aesophageal surgery.
The book is copiously illustrated with photographs, reproductions of radiographs and line drawings, many of which would be helpful to those faced with the problems dealt with, but inexperienced in their treatment. No doubt b&ecause of these illustrations and of the excellent quality of the paper of the book, the price (85s) is relatively high for publications of this type.
In places, the definition of intrathoracic crises becomes a little stretched and matters are discussed which can seldom give rise to drama (for instance the section on cardiac arrhythmias is perhaps unduly long), but on the whole the brief is adhered to. There are a few omissions, such as the absence of reference to the rupture of a papillary muscle following cardiac infarction, but these are necessarily dictated by personal experience. This is a book which all casualty departments should have readily to hand and which would undoubtedly help them in their work.
J R BELCHER
The Psychology of Anxiety by Eugene E Levitt MA PhD pp 259 36s London: Staples Press 1968 This is a book written by a senior clinical psychologist working within the psychiatric department at Indiana University Medical Center. On the whole it is unpretentious, clearly written and a well presented book. The field the author is dealing with is huge and he openly selects from it what he considers to be durable. The book has 11 chapters devoted respectively to terminology, theory, defence mechanisms, experimental measurement, physiology, anxiety and learning, anxiety and cognition, anxiety and personality, the anxieties of every-day life and, finally, an extensive summary of the present position as the author sees it from his clinical psychological viewpoint. Not everyone will agree with his selection; for instance, he barely refers to the questionnaire work of Eysenck and Cattell or the psychophysiological work of the Laceys and others. At the same time his presentation of general arousal and activation theory is treated too briefly for it to be of much value, as is his rather cavalier dismissal of the significance of physiological differences between the states of anxiety and anger. This latter matter touches on what will be for many the main deficiency of the book; namely the absence of reference to the contribution to the subject by psychiatrists, apart from some reference to the Freudian contribution. This leads to a dearth of comment and information about the relationship between anxiety states and other affective disorders, the natural history of anxiety states, psychopharmacology and its neurophysiological implications, and the large amount of sophisticated clinical and psychophysiological work now being conducted in the clinical psychiatric field. In conclusion, this book is of some value as presenting a brief clear statement of one man's view and, with this latter qualification in mind, it will be of value to medical undergraduates and postgraduates as one introduction to the subject.
A H CRISP One of the most fascinating chapters is the one giving historical examples. The story of Iphicilus, terrified at the sight of his father approaching with a gelding knife, having his resulting impotence cured by acclimatizing him to the blood and rust on the knife, is right in line with the castration complex on the one hand and deconditioning therapy on the other. Richard I had no heirs as he was homosexual. Deviation is included in the causes of impotence, but of course homosexuals are not impotent; like other paraphiliacs, they require a different stimulus. They may not realize this, and hence present as impotent.
Amongst the psychological causes quoted, it is curious that the simpler explanations do not feature, to wit that until fairly recently the sexual organs were taboo, neither to be seen nor mentioned, and they were also so closely associated with the taboos about excretion that this surely played a part in impotence.
The book deals with the far rarer organic side as well. It is objectively written from an eclectic standpoint, and confirms the rather pessimistic outlook on cure and prognosis which most *psychiatrists possess.
Nicely got up and clearly written, it is a book to be recommended. This book was originally intended for dental students as a guide to a course of lectures and practical classes. The authors now suggest that it will provide a suitable introduction for medical students, students of biological sciences, nurses and dental auxiliaries. The first half of the book deals with the general properties and behaviour of bacteria with sections on sterilization, antibiotics and resistance and immunity to infection. The second half is con-
